Minutes of a meeting of Bilsington Parish Council held at Bilsington Village Hall on Wednesday 1st December 221 at 7.30pm.
Present: Councillors; S Hudson (Chairman), M Bilham and R Thompson.
In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer. And County Councillor D Robey.
846. Apologies for Absence:
Councillors S Carrington and L Lawson. Borough Councillor L Harman
847. Declarations of Interest:
There were no declarations of interest.
848. Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 30th September 2021 were submitted, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
849. Neighbourhood Watch:
Report attached.
850. Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report:
No report.
851. Kent County Councillor’s Report:
· Work continues on the KCC Budget for next year, and then up to 2025. The numbers need to be finalised over the next few weeks. The recent Budget announcements by the government are seen as helpful to KCC up to a point, but there is an element of giving with one hand and taking away with the other, which still needs to be clarified.  There is still quite a large gap to plug.
· I have spent my Member Grant, and my COVID Grant has also gone or been committed. 
· Reconnect Round 2 was published and the deadline for applications was 24th October. This is about COVID recovery for young people and the criteria are quite wide. I was involved with allocating £90k of this across the Borough, which still has to be finally approved, leaving about £80k for a further round after Christmas.
· The first KCC Full Council Meeting to be held in the Council Chamber for eighteen months took place on 4th November. For the most part, the meeting went very well and there were some moving tributes to Ann Allen, the Chairman of the Council, who died suddenly three weeks ago and who was obviously a remarkable person, who was liked and respected by everyone. Her work with children and young people was cited by all, as well as her quiet and effective influencing manner and interpersonal skills.
· The next KCC Full Council Meeting is scheduled for 16th December and discussions are currently taking place on whether it can be safely held in the Council Chamber, which is not well ventilated, or if it should be held somewhere else. This is due to the COVID situation.
· Details of the Early Help Grant Funding have been published and are attached. The closing date for applications is 10th December.
· Various discussions are taking place about Stodmarsh, which is currently stalling lots of housing developments in Kent, including most of Ashford’s Adopted Local Plan. There will need to be some sort of Countywide solution to this, which likely to involve both wetlands and upgraded water treatment plants.
· I attended a meeting of the Kent FE College Principals, along with Roger Gough, the KCC Leader and a number of KCC Officers. This was to discuss post 16 education and training, which needs to align more with the needs of employers.
· I visited Discovery Park, in Sandwich, which is the old Pfizer site, which is now a Business Park for High Tech and Scientifically based businesses, at a variety of levels. Pfizer, in fact, still has quite significant presence there. This is a very impressive place, which has the potential to transform the technical business landscape in Kent and bring numerous economic advantages. The opening of Thanet Parkway Station, which is five minutes’ drive away, in about a year, will cut the journey time to London to an hour.
· A report on the drains has been forwarded to the clerk today, this will be circulated to the members to review and comment if appropriate.

852. Planning:
There were no planning applications.
853. Finance:
Schedule of payments:
Staff costs September 2021		£352.38
Staff costs October 2021			£339.90
Staff costs November 2021		£352.51
Staff expenses				£56.00
S Hudson (Xmas Tree)			£100.00
RBL Poppy appeal				£50.00
Resolved: to authorise the payment of the items in the schedule of payments.
854. Budget 2022 / 2023:
Report BPC/21/07 brings to the Parish Council the budget making process for 2022/23 and makes recommendations to enable the Council to set its precept for 2022/2023 and to notify the tax collecting authority in accordance with statutory legislation.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note report BPC/21/07
2. To determine the Parish Council’s budget for 2022/23 as set out below
3. To confirm the Precept for 2022/23 in accordance with the provisions in Sections 39, 41 and 50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
4. To authorise the clerk of the Parish Council to sign the Precept demand on the Borough Council.
Approved budget:
	Staff costs
	£4,000

	Clerks expenses
	£150

	Audit
	£50

	Insurance
	£430

	Subscriptions
	£260

	General
	£1,187

	Room hire
	£130

	Website
	£20

	Defibrillator
	£200

	IT replacement fund
	£300

	Total
	£6,727

	
	

	Precept
	£6,727



855. Flagpole:
Borough Councillor L Harman has made sufficient funds from her Ward Members grant to enable the purchase of the flagpole and flag. Members wished to show their appreciation to Cllr Harman.
Resolved: to authorise the Parish Clerk to order the flagpole and flag.
856. Highways:
An update is awaited in respect of the Highways Improvement Plan.
857. Village Hall:
The next event is the lighting of the Xmas tree on 5th December.
