Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bilsington Parish Council held at Bilsington Village Hall on Wednesday 31st May 2023 at 7:50pm.
Present: Councillors; S Hudson, M Bilham, L Lawson and R Thompson.
In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer.
Also present: Cllr L Harman (ABC)
958. To elect the Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2023 / 2024 and to receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office.
There being no further nominations 
Resolved: to elect Cllr S Hudson as the Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2023 / 2024. Declaration of acceptance of Office completed. 
959. To elect the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2023 / 2024.
There being no further nominations
Resolved: To elect Cllr L Lawson as the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2023 / 2024.
960. Apologies for absence:
Cllr D Robey (KCC)
961. Declarations of interest:
There were no declarations of interest. 
962. Public participation session:
There were no public submissions.
963. Minutes:
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th April 2023 were submitted, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
964. Standing Orders:
The current Standing Orders have been reviewed against the current model produced by the National Association of Local Councils. It is confirmed that they are up to date.
965. Financial Regulations:
The current Financial Regulations have been reviewed against the current model produced by the National Association of Local Councils. It is confirmed that they are up to date.
966. Annual Risk Assessment:
Report BPC/23/01 brings to the Parish Council the risk assessment undertaken as an assessment of its activities and assets to ensure that it has the necessary audit procedures in place and has adequate insurance cover in place. 
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/01
2. To receive and endorse the Annual Risk Assessment.

967. Asset Register:
Report BPC/23/02 details the Parish Council’s assets as at 31st March 2023.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/02
2. To receive and note the Asset Register as at 31st March 2023

968. Report of the Independent Internal Auditor:
Report BPC/23/03 encloses the report of the Independent Internal Auditor who has been asked to complete Section 4 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/03
2. To receive and endorse the report of the Independent Internal Auditor.

969. Statement on Internal Control for the year ended 31st March 2023 – Annual Governance Statement:
Report BPC/23/04 details the statement on internal control to support the Annual Governance Statement required as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/04
2. To approve and endorse the Statement on Internal Control for the year ended 31st March 2023.
3. To authorise the Chairman of the Parish Council to sign the Statement of Internal Control for the year ended 31st March 2023.
4. To respond “yes” in boxes 1 to 8 of the Annual Governance Statement at Section 1 of the Annual Return subject to the adoption of Report BPC/23/04 which relates specifically to Box 6.
5. To authorise the Chairman of the Parish Council to sign the Annual Governance Statement.
 
970. Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2023:
Report BPC/23/05 attaches the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2022 / 2023.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/05.
2. To approve and endorse the Annual Governance Statement at Section 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2023.
3. To approve and endorse the Statement of Accounts at Section 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2023.
4. To authorise the Chairman of the Parish Council to sign the Accounts contained within the Annual Return for 2022 / 2023.
 
971. Certificate of Exemption from External Audit:
Report BPC/23/06 sets out the criteria to enable the Parish Council to certify itself exempt from a limited assurance review.
Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/06
2. To receive and authorise the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer to sign the Certificate of Exemption.
  
972. Planning matters:
There were no planning applications to consider.
973. Finance:
Schedule of payments:
Staff costs April 	 £457.24
H J Hoad		£50.00
Bilsington Village Hall £200.00
Resolved: To authorise the payment of the items in the schedule of payments.
974. Village Hall:
The Parish Council is asked to nominate one of its members to the Village Hall Committee and to report back to the Parish Council.
Resolved: to nominate Cllr M Bilham to attend meetings of the Village Hall Management Committee on behalf of the Parish Council.
975. General Power of Competence:
Report BPC/2023/07 As 2023 is an election year for the Parish Council it is required to renew its resolution to continue to benefit from the General Power of Competence.
Resolved: 
1. To receive and note Report BPC/23/07
2. The Parish Council resolves from 31st May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence.

976. Street Lighting:
Ashford Borough Council are currently reviewing the street lights throughout the Borough that are owned by them. Currently these street lights are maintained by Kent County Council under contract and are the sodium units which are being phased out.
According to the Borough Council there are 4 lights in Bilsington although the location given for one does not exist. None meets KCC’s criteria for adoption and the Borough Council are seeking the Parish Council’s opinion as to if the lights are still required, if so would the Parish Council consider taking on the responsibility and all the costs involved in respect of maintenance and safety inspections.
Resolved: To notify the Borough Council that there are only three street lights in the Parish. No further action required.
977. Future Meeting Dates:
Members are asked to consider the dates for future meetings of the Parish Council.
Resolved: the following meeting dates were agreed:
26th July 2023
20th September 2023
6th December 2023
31st January 2024
27th March 2024
978. Other items for information: 
The Highways Improvement Plan has been reviewed by KCC, the additional markings originally agreed by KCC pre-covid are no longer installed, it has been left to the Parish Council to check the current signage and the visibility with the hedge and if detrimental to report on the online reporting tool.
With regards to parking on Bonnington Road verge the land is owned by Ashford Borough Council who should be approached with a view to surfacing. It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Housing Department in this respect.
The remaining seat on the Council will be advertised on the noticeboard, website and village facebook page. Meetings will be advertised on the same media in an attempt to gain public participation. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:34pm.
